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alone. Pyrrlms visited the field thus won. He saw thai; all
the dead Romans lay with faces to the foe. " One more such
victory and I am lost!" quoth he, according to the .Roman
legend. He may indeed have thought so ; but ho was too
good a soldier to speak it openly.

The elephants, debouching as from ambush, had decided
the day, or, as some had it, Liuviims was at fault. The table
of contents of Livy\s lost books, still preserved, assigns the
cause of the defeat to the elephants. It was a moot question
yet between legion and phalanx. It is very doubtful whether
the discipline of Pyrrlms' phalanx, made tip as it was from
many different sources, was in any sense equal to that of the
legion. But Pyrrhus had won a clear and important victory.
He proposed to the Roman prisoners to take service under
him, as was the habit of the (1 reeks, but was met by a stern
refusal. Not one wavered in his allegiance. Pyrrhus found
that ho was not lighting mercenaries.

Lawinus retired to Apulia, whither two new legions had
been sent him. Pyrrhus moved by forced marches ou Rome,
an act which we admire and commend for its boldness, but
which lacked the discretion and balance displayed by Hanni-
bal after Canine. The Lucaniaus, .Bruitians, Sammies ami
some other tribes of southern and middle Italy made treaties
with him, but the confederates broke not faith. Reaching
Campania, Pyrrhus took I<Ycgelljc and laid siege, to Pricneste,
thirty odd miles from Rome. Ills whole army bad advanced
as far as Anagnia.

Rome* was never for a moment in danger of capture.
Lawinus found his ranks again filled. Thousands Hocked to
enlist. He held Campania against the king am! followed
him up, while the other consul, ConmeaiuuH, having quieted
Etruria, quickly moved towards the scene. The kimr deemedand killed. But the smaller
